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Kansans for Life hosted its annual David Gittrich
Memorial Oratory Contest on May 30 by
videoconference. High school juniors and seniors in
Kansas presented original speeches five to seven
minutes in length on a pro-life topic revolving around
the Value Them Both Amendment.

The first-place speech in full and the highlights of the
others will be available to watch on the KFL YouTube
channel soon.

This was the first year KFL hosted the oratory contest
via Zoom Meeting. This format offered challenges and
benefits for the contestants. Juniors and seniors in high
school are adept with technology so presenting to a
computer screen was not a problem. The online
competition does facilitate youth from across the state
to participate without concern for transportation to or
lodging where the competition is held. However, online
competition lacked the personal presentation and
genuine communication of face-to-face interactions.

All of the contestants presented well-researched and
well-rehearsed speeches. The judges

Details for competing in the 2021 oratory contest will
be posted on kfl.org and included in emails in the spring
of 2021 for the contest in the summer.

Continued on page 4

Cash prizes of $250, $150 and $100 were awarded to
the first-, second- and third-place winners respectively.
The first-place winner also qualified to compete in
National Right to Life’s Oratory Contest held online this
summer.
Jacob “Jake” Toole presenting his speech over Zoom

At the beginning of 2020, the Kansans for Life Political
Action Committee gained a new manager, Melissa Leach.
Then in June the KFL PAC unveiled a
revamped website with fresh branding
and new options.

search for elected officials by address, details on judicial
selection in Kansas courts, information on the Value Them
Both Amendment, PAC news and
calendar of events, ways to support the
PAC and, of course, candidate
endorsements during elections.

The new website is kflpac.org but will still
be reachable by entering voteprolife.net.

The PAC’s candidate endorsements are
meticulously researched and vetted.
Candidates are evaluated on multiple
levels of criteria: incumbency, candidate
questionnaire
Continued on page 3

The website is full of new features and
helpful information: find out more about
the PAC mission and leadership, how to
get involved and how to stay informed, a
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Saturday, July 25, 2020: Unplanned Showing in
Manhattan. Join St. Thomas More Catholic
Church and Kansans for Life to watch the movie
“Unplanned” and hear a few words about the
Value Them Both Amendment. No charge and
open to the public. St. Thomas More Catholic
Church, 2900 Kimball Ave., Manhattan, 6 p.m.

Kansas City Regional Office: 913.642.5433
e-mail: Kansansforlife@aol.com
7808 Foster, Overland Park KS 66204
Topeka Regional Office: 785.234.2998
e-mail: Topeka@KFL.org
735 SW Jackson, Topeka KS 66603

website: www.kfl.org
Kansans for Life is a statewide non-profit
educational organization also engaged in social
action. It is dedicated to protecting and fostering
the most basic human right: life itself.
The Kansans for Life Educational Trust Fund is a
tax-deductible 501(c)(3) organization. Kansans
for Life also has a legislative action fund and a
political action committee (KFL-PAC) for which
donations are not tax-deductible.
KFL is the Kansas affiliate to the National Right to
Life Committee (NRLC).

Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2020: Kansas Primary Election. For further information on
registration and voting, please see page 7 of this newsletter.
Saturday, Aug. 29, 2020: KFL Speaker Training. Learn about the process of
volunteering and giving presentations on behalf of KFL and watch a sample high
school youth group presentation. Participants are welcome in office or via live
Zoom webinar. Please rsvp to amy@kfl.org. 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., KFL
Office Wichita.

President: Mary Wilkinson
Newsletter Editor: Kate Gruver

Subscriptions:
For a one-year subscription, send $25 to Kansans
For Life, 3301 W. 13 St., Wichita, KS 67203. For
bulk subscriptions, please call KFL at
1.800.928.5433.

Article Submission:
Mail to the KFL State Office or e-mail the editor,
Kate Gruver, at kfl@kfl.org

Reprint Permission:
Any item originating from KFL may be reprinted
from KFL News with attribution. For other
articles, please contact the editor who will direct
you to the original author.

E-mail alert system: When there is a need
for pro-life constituents to contact their
legislators, we will send legislative alerts via
e-mail. Please sign up at www.kfl.org.
Legislative hotline: To identify and leave a
message for your state senator and
representative January through mid-May,
call the Kansas Legislative Hotline
between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
weekdays at: 1.800.432.3924.
Website directories: Identify your elected
legislators and get direct contact
information for their offices at
www.kfl.org/legislation/find-your-electedofficials/ or at www.kslegislature.org.

Sunday, Oct. 4, 2020: Life Chain Witness for life at intersections across the state, 70+
locations in Kansas. Go to lifechain.net and watch your inbox for more details.
Saturday, October 3, 2020: Fall Fling - KFL PAC Fundraising Party, $100 per person;
Watch kflpac.org for and your inbox for further details. 6:30-8:30 pm , Wichita.
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020: KFL Kansas City Swing for Life. Watch kfl.org and your inbox
for further information and the opportunity to register.
Friday, Oct. 16, 2020: KFL Western Kansas Swing for Life. Watch kfl.org and your
inbox for further information and the opportunity to register.
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2020: KFL Wichita Swing for Life. Watch kfl.org and your inbox for
further information and the opportunity to register.

Monday, Nov. 16, 2020: KFL presents Abortion Pill Reversal . No charge and open to
the public. K-State Student Union, Manhattan, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021: Topeka Rally for Life, Come together to demonstrate
that Kansas is pro-life in front of the state capitol in Topeka! Full rally schedule
and details will be available in the fall at kfl.org and your inbox.

Please pray for the families who have honored their loved ones with a gift to KFL:

Arlen Siegfreid
Given by: Frank & Laurie Rhoback ♦ John & Roberta Rubin ♦ Janet & Ray Seger
Barbara Siegfreid ♦ Deanna Stinson
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LifeCare Center, a pregnancy resource center based in Ottawa, is expecting!
The northeast Kansas center is adding a mobile unit to their ranks. The LifeCare
Center van will offer most of their usual services − free pregnancy tests, limited
ultrasounds and STD testing − in areas where people need help but don’t have
access to it due to limited resources in rural communities.
On Mondays and/or Wednesdays the LifeCare Center mobile unit will travel to
Allen, Anderson, Coffey, Douglas, Franklin, Linn, Lyon, Miami, Osage and Shawnee
counties. The mobile unit’s schedule for each community will be posted soon to
LifeCare’s website, https://lifecarecenter.org/. LifeCare Center provides all the help
without clients having to travel over 30 miles.
To find pregnancy resource centers across the state of Kansas, visit the Kansans for Life website, kfl.org/resources.

Many of us shop on Amazon due to the pandemic or to use our annual Prime subscription. When you make certain
purchases through AmazonSmile Amazon donates a percentage of the purchase price to Kansans for Life. Anyone
can give to Kansans for Life without it costing an extra cent!
Simply go to smile.amazon.com and log into your regular Amazon account. Select products with the “Eligible for
AmazonSmile Donation” designation on the smile.amazon.com product detail page. Recurring Subscribe & Save
purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible to generate donations. Only purchases made at
smile.amazon.com (not www.amazon.com or the mobile app) generate AmazonSmile donations.
•

After logging in, under the search bar and above account information, the screen will show “Supporting.”

•

Click the drop box next to “Supporting” and the screen will direct you to “Search for Charities.” Type
in Kansans for Life Education Fund and click on “Select” next to the KFL listing.

•

Shop for eligible products and donate 0.5% of the purchase price to KFL.

Only a few extra clicks and KFL receives a helpful donation that doesn’t cost supporters
anything out of pocket. Please contact kfl@kfl.org or call 800.928.5433 with any questions or concerns.
KFL PAC website, endorsements
Continued from page 1

answers, voting record (if available), electability, candidate background, temperament and
involvement in pro-life community activity.
Endorsements may be recommended for elected officials up and down the ballot from local
races to presidential candidates. Because there are a number of factors that influence
endorsements, not every position will receive an endorsement recommendation.
The new website also gives helpful tips and information on how to volunteer, ways to donate
and what churches and exempt organizations can do to help get out the pro-life vote on
election day.
The KFL PAC accepts financial support but there are different rules and regulations regarding
gifts to PACs. Additional information is available on the website or by contacting the PAC at
pac@kfl.org.
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The “By County” index at
kflpac.org makes it easy to
find recommendations for
pro-life voters anywhere in
the state.

Oratory Contest

3rd Place - Jimmy Mendoza, junior at St. James
Academy, Lenexa

and KFL staff were impressed with every student and
proud they wanted to speak up for life!

"I found out so much more
about the pro-life
movement through this
contest. The prompt really
pushed me to deepen my
own understanding
through heavy research.
Overall, I had a great time
both gathering and
presenting information and
thoroughly enjoyed it!

Continued from page 1

The top five winners:
1st Place - Jacob “Jake” Toole, senior at Washington
County High School, Washington
“I was very happy to hear
about this contest and to
participate in it. I think
working to end abortion is
perhaps one of the most
noble causes in the world
right now. The prevalence
of abortion should scare all
of us. I believe it is just a
stepping stone in the
ultimate plan to put the value of human life in the
hands of other people. Abortion is really a philosophical
issue, and I think about the philosophy all the time.

I have gone to the March for Life (three times),
participated in 40 Days for Life and other life chains, as
well as partaking in my school's annual Day of Silence
for the unborn.”
Mendoza has no confirmed plans for after high school
yet.
4th Place - Valerie Rosqueta, senior at St. James
Academy, Spring Hill

I'm not as involved in pro-life activities as I'd like but
whenever the opportunity arises to speak up for the
preborn, I take it. I look forward to more opportunities
in the future.”

“Participating in the contest
was surely a new experience
for me! I learned a lot about
the pro-life movement
through my research and
writing and crafting a speech
dedicated to pro-life topics
definitely increased my
confidence to talk about it to
others as well!

Next year Toole plans to attend Dordt University and
major in Mechanical Engineering.
2nd Place - Nathan Knapp, junior at Aletheia Academy,
Seneca
“The contest was an
excellent incentive to
research an important
topic and, thus, become
more knowledgeable and
formulate my beliefs on
the issue.

I've attended the March for Life both in Topeka
and Washington D.C.! It's always the highlight of my
year and a proactive way to celebrate life with my
fellow Kansans and Americans!”
Rosqueta doesn't have any set plans for the future just
yet, but plans to keep participating in pro-life activities
in the future.

I have recently felt the
need to be actively
involved in the pro-life
movement. I will continue to work in what ways God
gives me to defend the preborn,
whether it be in speaking, writing, voting or supporting
pro-life organizations.”

5th Place - Baylie Owens, senior at Excel Online High
School, Hesston
Other participants included Thomas Doyle from Topeka,
Elijah Rohr from Wichita, Xavier Murray from
Lawrence, Taylor Axtell from Montezuma and
Catherine Torkelson from Wichita. After their
impressive submissions, KFL hopes to see all the juniors
next year!

Knapp plans on going into the construction field but is
undecided about a post-secondary institution.

4

When the COVID-19 pandemic forced the state legislature
to adjourn early on March 19, the understanding was that
the 2020 session would resume on April 27. That did not
happen, and instead, legislators returned to Topeka for
one day on May 21 with the express goal of passing a bill
to address emergency powers during the health crisis.
Kansans for Life’s legislative team was at the capitol on
that day to monitor the activity. The final day of the 2020
session turned into a 24-hour long marathon with the
emergency powers bill passing both chambers in the early
morning hours of May 22.
Due to time constraints, there was no opportunity to
revive the Value Them Both Amendment, KFL’s top
legislative priority. If you recall, Value Them Both passed
the Senate in late January, but failed to receive the 84 votes needed in the House on February 7 when four male
Republican representatives joined all of the Democrats in blocking its passage.
It is interesting to note that only one of the four Republicans responsible for stopping the passage of Value Them
Both chose to run for re-election, Rep. Jan Kessinger (R-Overland Park).
Value Them Both is critical due to recent court rulings that cleared the way for unlimited abortion in the state of
Kansas and would protect many life-saving regulations on the abortion industry, including a ban on taxpayer funding
of abortion.
When Value Them Both failed to pass the House, KFL took a stance in opposition to the expansion of Medicaid, as it
would directly lead to taxpayer-funded abortions. Legislators were made aware of the connection and were strongly
urged not to expand Medicaid until the amendment passed the legislature.
However, on May 21, a motion was made by pro-abortion Senator Dinah Sykes (D-Lenexa), to put the Medicaid
Expansion legislation into another bill. Fortunately, a majority of senators voted against the motion, knowing that
expansion would lead to taxpayer funding of abortion.
Governor Kelly eventually vetoed the emergency powers bill passed by the legislature on the final day of the regular
2020 session and called for legislators to return to Topeka for a special session beginning on June 3.
Once again, the KFL legislative team was at the capitol to keep an eye on the legislative action. After two days of
work, the House and Senate were able to reach a compromise with the governor and pass a bill addressing the many
concerns brought about by the pandemic.
Another attempt was made, this time in the House by pro-abortion Representative Jim Ward (D-Wichita) to expand
Medicaid, but was stopped as legislators refused to allow the taxpayer funding of abortion that would result from
the failure of Value Them Both to pass.
The 2020 Special Session ended on June 4 and the legislature has adjourned until Monday, January 11, 2021.
Value Them Both remains the top legislative priority for KFL as the organization shifts into campaign season. It is
critical that pro-life candidates who support the amendment are elected to both the state House and Senate in
order for it to pass in the 2021 session. Please visit the Kansans for Life Political Action Committee website at
www.kflpac.org for information on endorsed candidates. Volunteer to help with their campaigns and encourage
your family and friends to vote pro-life!
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David Gittrich, former state office director of
Kansans for Life, was teaching about life issues to
college pro-life groups around Kansas when he first
spoke to Amy. Little did he know at the time that
Amy would come to be a pillar at Kansans for Life.
While in college Amy Torkelson served as secretary
and then president of the Kansas State University
pro-life group. After graduation Torkelson briefly
worked for another pro-life organization, then
joined as a staff member of KFL from 1996 to 2000.
She returned to volunteer on the board of
directors in 2002 and a few years later, in 2006,
started working on the KFL newsletter.

Jessica Schinstock, left, with Amy Torkelson, right, working the KFL table
at the First District Republican Expo in Dodge City on June 27.

In 2014 Torkelson returned to the staff as director
of communication and then, upon the loss of David
Gittrich, took on the role of state director. She had
big shoes to fill and not only did she fill them she
gave them her own personal shine.

With all of her talents and education, State Office Director Amy Torkelson is returning to her other love, teaching.
After helping to carry KFL through so many challenges and changes, Torkelson is pursuing a master’s in special
education and getting back into the classroom. She will remain an active member of KFL while her career takes a
new direction.

Fortunately, KFL found Jessica Schinstock, who has excellent interpersonal skills, a broad knowledge of pro-life
issues and a range of professional experiences: communications and marketing, directing volunteers, database
administration and fundraising/development. She joined the KFL staff in June to learn under Torkelson before her
exit at the end of July.
Schinstock graduated from Benedictine College with a Bachelor of Arts in youth ministry and religious studies. Early
in her career she held positions in youth ministry and directed a youth service and treatment facility.
She brings experience in fundraising and non-profit work from the Red Cross and higher education institutions in the
state of Kansas. She also has a long history of involvement in the pro-life movement, stretching back to her
childhood. Just like Torkelson, Schinstock served as president of her college pro-life group. She is excited that her
career can now merge with her years of pro-life volunteer work.
KFL looks forward to having Schinstock contribute her skills in the fight for life in Kansas. KFL supporters will have the
pleasure of hearing from her soon!
Please join us in thanking Amy Torkelson for her extensive and tireless work in protecting life in Kansas and
extending a warm welcome to the talented Jessica Schinstock.
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Every election is of vital importance and a civic duty.
Make your voice heard at the ballot box by registering
or keeping your registration up to date.

on the church campus immediately after worship
services. The clergy may also explain what can be
accomplished at the event: new voter registration,
change of address, name change or political party
affiliation for undeclared individuals and that individuals
must be registered 21 days prior to the election in
which they wish to vote.

Are you registered? If you need to register to vote, you
can do so online or by printing, completing and
returning the form to your county election office. Online
registration and the registration form can be found on
the Kansas Secretary of State's website, voteks.org,
then click on the “Before You Vote” tab.

Hosting a voter registration drive can be done in a few
easy steps:

You may also request an advanced voting ballot and
find further information about advanced voting times
and locations through your county election office. To
find your county election office, please visit
sos.kansas.gov/elections/.
Unsure? You can verify your registration status, polling
place and districts on the Kansas Secretary of State
website, myvoteinfo.voteks.org.
Already registered? If you need to change your
information on your registration, name or address, fill
out a new voter registration form and return to your
county election office.
If you wish to affiliate with a party in order to vote for
that party in the primary, you may declare a party
affiliation by filling out a new voter registration form
(must be 21 days prior to primary election day) or at
your polling place when going to vote in the primary
election.

Clergy members may announce and
invite members to register to vote

Contact your clergy for permission and to request
the event be announced and promoted.

•

Set up a table. One table per 200 attendees at each
service works well.

•

Have plenty of pens and voter registration forms
available and printed information with the web address to register online, VoteKS.org.

•

If available provide a computer with web access to
allow individuals to register online on site.

•

Make a large, clear "Voter Registration" sign for the
table.

•

Designate a lead person at each table to collect
forms, clarify and answer questions and return the
completed forms to the county election office.

•

All forms must be submitted 21 days prior to the
primary or general election.

Contact the Kansans for Life office at 800.928.5433,
316.687.5433 or kfl@kfl.org with questions.

If you have a declared party and wish to switch, that can
not be done until September 1, after the August 2020
primaries are finalized and before
21 days prior to election day.

Help get more pro-life votes! Hold
a voter registration at your church
or organization. Churches may host
voter registration drives and
get-out-the-vote efforts provided
no political party is favored nor
specific candidates endorsed.
Holding the event on church
property is allowed.

•

2020 ELECTION CALENDAR

JULY 14 - LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN PRIMARY ELECTION
JULY 15 - ADVANCED VOTING BEGINS
JULY 28 - LAST DAY TO REQUEST A PRIMARY BALLOT BY MAIL
AUG. 4 - KANSAS PRIMARY ELECTION
OCT. 13 - LAST DAY TO REGISTER BEFORE THE GENERAL ELECTION
OCT. 14 - ADVANCED VOTING BEGINS
OCT. 17 - DEADLINE TO REQUEST BALLOT BY MAIL FOR GENERAL
ELECTION
NOV. 3 - GENERAL ELECTION DAY
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In the following guest submission, Art Gentry, KFL member from Clearwater, discusses abortion’s impact on
society. The court ruling Gentry refers to is the April 2019 Hodes & Nauser v. Schmidt decision in which the
Kansas Supreme Court found a “right to abortion” in the 1859 Kansas Constitution. Gentry is an adoptive parent,
youth mentor, and former foster parent.
Whenever we take part in literary criticism, we must strive to understand the life and times of the author. I believe
that our Kansas Supreme Court neglected to consider the life and times of the authors of our Kansas Constitution
when it handed down the ruling that this constitution contained, by some extraordinary rationale, the “right to
abortion.” In reading the Kansas Constitution, there are no words seen or truthful legal basis found for such a ruling.

This negative ruling erodes and cheapens life in all its stages and conditions, leading to an increasingly chaotic and
disorderly society fraught with terrorism and violence.
Abortion does not promote peace! Abortion threatens peace in the world today! Abortion is the willful destruction
of the most innocent of human life and taken from what should be the safest place on this earth, the womb of the
mother. How do we expect judges will tell the truth about anything, if they cannot tell the truth of what abortion is?
The truth of abortion cannot be hidden by legislation, profession or disguise. It is self-evident what abortion is.
Obviously, such innocent human life has no ability to defend itself against this tyrannical act of injustice called
abortion. Therefore, if legal terminology was correctly applied, we would call the innocent unborn indigents.
Indigents need protective representation for the rights given to them and mentioned by the US Declaration of
Independence.
The Kansas Supreme Court declared that the words in Section 1 of the Kansas Bill of Rights contain a “right to
personal autonomy” which includes the decision “whether to continue a pregnancy.”
Section 1 says, “All men are possessed of equal and inalienable natural rights, among which are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.” Do the justices of the Kansas Supreme Court honestly believe that when these words were
written in the 1800’s, the authors intended the “right” to decide “whether to continue a pregnancy” to be included
in that statement? At the time, abortion was prohibited. One would think that if the writers of the Kansas Bill of
Rights had been intending to make abortion legal, they would have said so in a more explicit way than saying we all
have the right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

NOW SCHEDULING
FALL 2020 MOVIE PRESENTATIONS OF

KFL would love to bring the film “Unplanned” to your church
or organization! We have purchased a license for public showings
anywhere in Kansas. DVDs are also available for families to
borrow from the KFL Wichita office. Contact us at 800.928.5433
or kfl@kfl.org to schedule or borrow!
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